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5 Lord Biſhop of V ny 
relate of the moſt Noble order of. 


the Garter, 


MV LORD, 1 1% a 8 $4 ag 
Tir recorded eroboam, to bis ! ” 
that he 44 Hage fn of the loweſt 25 RY” 
and it is the Glory of our Church, that Perſons of 
the beſt Quality have not thought it -below them 
to miniſter at ber Altar; of which (I believe) 
we have at preſent as many living Emdences, as ever. 
we had fmce the Reformation. There are ſome ( [know ) 
who will ſcarce allow a Clergyman to be a Gentleman, 
| and look upon ae ſeveral Charatiers as at; . 
But your Lordſhip is a ant In how well they: 
may be ae and 2 may — 
fy off one another : Canrage, Generoſity, ¶ ability, and In. 
tegrity, ought to be the common Nualzfications. of- them both; * 
and theſes truly genteel Accompliſhments cannot be mant. 
ing ir a Clergyman, without making him fork below -the - 
Degnity of bis calling: I am ſure they are abundantly 
neceſſary at this juntiure, and eſpecially the firſt. of them, 
Courage; when ſo many are ready io tram ple upon us fr. 
the ſa 3 of our Function, and ſo few pay it that regard to 
which it is juſtly, entitled. 3 — 1 ming Qualities, my 
Lon which were in ſome meaſure owing to your Birth as 
well.as Education, 5 zun the happy Opportunity of di- 
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best of cauſes. Theſe led von (indeed) into I Mien 


but more gloriaus than. your Palace; and made you ſhare 
in a Conſmement, preferable even to Liberty : Theſe have 
accompanyd you ſhll through the ſeveral Stages of your 
Life, till they fixed you in that Poſt of Euunence and 
Drgntty, apon which you: reflel as much | Luſtre as on re- 
cerve from it. Give me Leave ( my Lord ) to, congra-. 
tulate the Clerg y of this Dioceſc, in the Enjoyment af: 
Prelate ſo worthy to diref# them; ſo lilely to protełt the 
from the Inſults of their Adverſaries; and by whoſe. Ex- 
ample Malicious Men may be convinc d, That. a Clergy>: 
man may be a true Friend to the Government, and yet not 
an Enemy to the Church of which he ig a Miniſter. 
And now (my Lord) accept of my humble Acknowledg- 
ments, for the Countenance you have afforded to my weak 
Endeavours, in commanding me to publiſh the 3 
Diſcourſe; .by which you have gi ven me the obliging Op- 
pvrtunity, of dedicating both that and my ſelf to your 
Zordſbip. | Greg | rs 
And as I had the Happineſs of receiving my Education 
iv the ſame College, and at the ſame time, when it war 
lunour d with your Lordſhup's Preſence ; ſo: ] beg that 
map always have the Privilege of ſtiling myſelf, 
My Lord, HS dh + 
.__ « Your Lordſhips moſt © 
| Obedient, and moſt N . 
Oblig d humble Servane, 
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| ACTS, VIII. 14, 15, 16, 1 0 
| No when the Apoſtles which were at Je- 


ruſalem, heard that Samaria had re- 
| ceivd the Word of God, they ſent unto 
| n Peter and John. 

25. Who when they were come down, prayed 
for them, that they might receive the 
Hoh Ghoſt. | 
16. (For as yet he was fallen upon none of 
| of them ; — they were baptized in the 

| Name of the Lord Jeſus.) 

- | 17. Then laid they their Hands on them, ani 
5 80 recervd the Holy Ghoſt. 


N EN the Number of Chriſtian Pro: 
feſſors began to increaſe ; when the 
Door F Faith was open d to the Gentiles; 


and the Gard added Th to the Church ſuch as ſhould be 
or then the Harveſt beginning to be e and 


Fr 


the 


. 
the Lahourers being yet but fem, it was convenient to 
pray the Lord F the Harveſt, that he would ſend farth- 
Labourers into bis Harveſt, The Almighty. Father, 
who, with enlarged Bowels, always watch d over 
his Church for good, took care to ſupply her ſeveral 
 Neceſlities ; and gave ſome Apoſtles, and ſome Evan-- 
geliſts, and ſome Paſtors and Teachers, for the perfelling 
of the Samts, for the Work of the 2 for the edißh- 
mp of the Body of Chriſt. For ſuch a Diſtinction of 
Officers was abundantly neceſſary, to anſwer the 
d:ftinf? Occafwns of the Church; whereof ſome were 
to convey the Knowledge of the Goſpel, to ſuch as 
were yet ignorant of thoſe glad Tidmgs ; and others to 
cultivate and improve it, in thoſe who had already ſome 
Notion of it; that ſo by their watering what the for- 
mer had planted, God, in his own good time, night 
give the Increaſe. Purſuant. to this Method of his. 
gracious Diſpenſations, we find Philip the Deacon 
going down to Samaria, preaching there the Word of 
God, and giving. Authority to his Doctrine, by 
Srgns and Miracles which he did amongſt them : But 
notwithſtanding the Teſtimony of ſuch divine 
Credentials, he proceeded no- farther than to 
baptize and inſtrult; the Power of conferring the 
Holy Ghoſt being peculiarly reſeryd to the Apoſto- 
txcal College, whoſe Privileges he durſt not pre- 
tend to invade. And cherefore the Apoſtles aſſem- 
bled 


1 
oY Led at Jeruſalem , to © ſupply what was wanting 
to the ——— of the Work, ſent Two of theey' 
- | own Number to confirm theſe new Converts, who laid 
their Hands upon them, and they recetv'd the Holy Ghoſt; 
as we are inform d at large in the Words of my 
Text. - Tt 
And, indeed, I think the whole New-Teftament 
can hardly furniſh us with a more remarkable Paſ- 
| ſage, upon which we may ground the Neceſſity 
of Confirmation, according as it is now practis d in 
e the Church of England.: And it affords us ſo large. 
and comprehenſive a Scheme of it, that all-chings 
0 | uſetul tobe knowninrelation to this Ordinance, may, 
ve ina very ſufficient meaſure, be gather d from it. Since 
therefore by reaſon of our late Diaceſan s great Age, 
bt | we have had few opportunities of exerciſing this 
is. Duty, and therefore many may be ſuppos'd to be 
on | -unacquainted with its Nature; I ſhall endeayour 
of | to explain it wich all the Clearneſs and Bre vity, 
by that 10 important and ſo large 4 Subject will allow 
1 | 


xe In which I ſhall purſue the following Method. 
1ſt, I ſhall obſerve, that Confirmation, as it is now 
made uſe of in Our Church, is of Primitive Apoſto- 
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(4) 
lical Inſtitution : Becauſe we find the College of Apo- 
' files expreſly ſending forth Peter and John, in order 
to confirm the baptized Samaritans, by laying Hands 
upon them, and praying for them. | 

Secondly, I ſhall prove, that the Apoſtles were, 
and conſequently their Succeſſors, theB:ſhops, are, the 
only proper Mznifters of Confirmation: Becauſe Philip 

(we ſee) aſſumed not this Power to himſelf, . but 
left it entirely to Peter and Fohn, _ © 381 

Thirdly, I ſhall ſhew, that the Perſons to be con- 
firmd muſt have ſome certain Qualifications, in order 
to their Admittance : Becauſe the Samaritans (we 

know) were inſtructed and baptiz'd by Philips Mi- 
niſtry, before they were confirmed by the Hands of the 
A files, | | 

3 ourthly, and Laſtly, I ſhall take Notice, that 
the due Adminiſtration of this Office has very happy Ef- 
fefts, and entitles to great Advantages : . the 

Samaritans, (we are told) recerw'd the Holy Ghoſt, 


when the Apoſtles laid their Hands upon them, but not 
before. 


1{t; then, I ſhall obſerve, that Confirmation, as 
it is now made. uſe of in Our Church, is of Primi» 
tive Apoſtolical Inflitutien: Becauſe we find the Col- 
lege ef Apoſtles expreſly ſending forth Peter and. John, 
in order to confirm the baptiz d Samaritans,” by laying 
Hands upon them and praying for them, If. 


þ 

If weſeriouſly read over the Rubrickyand the Offce;. 
and conſider all things relating to; this Hely Ordi- 
nance, we ſhall find them, as they are preſcribed 
to us by Our Church, not only in themſelyes very 
rational and pious ; but exactly accommodated to, 
the Standard of Antiquity, and to the Model exhibited 
to us in Holy Scripture. For. firſt, ſne endeavours 
like a careful Mother, to have her (Children made. 
Partakers of every Spiritual Benefit, as ſoon. as they, 
are any way capable of receiving them; and there- 
fore ſhe appoints that in their very Infancy, they 
ſhould enter into Covenant with Cod by Baptiſm, 
through the Interpoſition and Suretiſhip of others; 
that they may thereby be cleanſed from their Ori- 


ginal Pollution, horn again, and adopted as the Children ® 


of God : In the next place, that they may continue, 
in obedience to their heavenly Father, and gro up, 


and increaſe in his 3 and Favour, as they | 


advance in years and bodily: ſtrength; ſhe requires 
that they be ixſtructed as ſoon as they ſhall. be able to 
learn, in the Nature of that. Covenant which they. 
made with God in Baptiſm; that they know the Bleſſed 


Promiſes made to them in that & acrament; With the Duties | 


and Conditions which they are egg d to perform and 


then farther, conſidering that theſe Engagements tho! 
highly to their advantage, were: enter d. into for 
them without their knowledge or delire; and max 


theres... 


C6) 
therefore want much of their wiſſud- for Efficacy; 
the Church again takes care to direti and deſire, that as 
ſoon as they arrive at years of diſcretion, and have at- 
rained to ſome competent knowledge of their du- 
ty; chey ſhould take upon themſelves their Chriſtian 
Profeſſion, ratify in their own Perſon their Baptiſmal 
Promiſes, and receive by Confirmation the Gift of 
God's Spirit, to enable them to fight manfully againſt 
thoſe Spiritual Enemies, Which they mult expect to 
encounter With, as good Soldiers of Chriſt Jeſus. Indeed, 
had Our Church made Confirmation a Sacrament; or had 
ſhe given it the Preference to Baptiſm ; or had ſhe 
loaded it with ridiculous and ſuperſtitious Ceremonees, 
as it is over- ſtrain d and dreſſed up by the Church 
f Rome; we could not juſtify ſuch practices by a. 
ny Apoſtolical Preſident, but muſt have left it under 
. the Cenſure of hne vation and Will-Worſhip. But ag 
Our Church in her Articles diſowns it to be a Sacra. 
ment, ſo ſhe makes uſe of no Ceremony but the Impo- 
 fation of bands, which is very antient and very froni- 
ficati ve; both to diſtingwſh the Perſons to whom the 
Bleſſmg is given; and (as the Church expreſſes it in the 
very Office,) to certify them alſo by this ſgn, of God's 
favour and gracious goodneſs towards them, And now 
can we have a better Preſident for this, than that 
which I have ve gun to you in the Words of my 
Text? Or could this great Example be more 


% & * 


= F 


* 
„ 
- -_ 


c | | 
exactly copied out, than Genn in her 
method of Confirming 2 In which firſt the inferior 
Officers of the Miniſtry, do like Philip the Deacon, 
baptize and mſirutt; and the ſuperior Officers after- 
wards, like Peter and Jobn, confer the Gift of the Holy 
Ghoſt, by impoſition of hands. But there are other 
paſſages in Holy Writ, which concur totheeſtabliſh- 
ing of this0rd:mance, tho not in ſo large and ſodiſtinct 
a manner: As namely, the practice of St. Paul in 
relation to ſuch as he had converted at Epheſus, in 
the 19th of the Ad at the 5th and 6th Verſes; - 
where this Apoſtle is ſaid to have laid his hands, on 
thoſe whom he had baptized in the Name of Jeſus : And 
his reckoning it up in the 6th Ch. to the Hebrews, - 


amongſt the ff Foundations and principles of 


Chriſt:anity, under the uſual name of Laying on f 
Hauds ; where he joins it with Faith and Repentance - 
and Apple with the Reſurreftion of the Dead and 
Eternal Life. Now that Confirmation was commonly 
meant, by this expreſſion of Laymg on of Hands; + 
we have not only ch 7 

Venerable ©) St. Ambroſe, ( St. Cyprian, and © dt. 
Auguſtin, and indeed the general Conſent of the - 


n dsc pad pCover end ; a 44 fals mis Nest,, 
now fat 78 ' rebua N de 3 LO 
ay" Qui in Eccleſia baptizantur, præpoſitos Eccleſiz offerantur, & per be 
noſtram orationem & manũs impoſitionem, Spiritum fanftum conſequantur. 


Cypr. Epiſt. ad Jubaian. 73. | ; __ 
a) Spiritus == baus in ſolà Catholici Eccleſia per manũs impoſitio- 


nem dati dicitur. Auguſt. in Donat. de Bapt. Ib. 3. cap. '5. 
| Greek + 


e concurring Judgment of the © 


Greek and Latin Fathers, (too numerous to be quo 
ted upon this oceaſion) but alſo of the moſt, va- } 
luable Modern Writers, and even ſuch. as in other j 
t 
0 
b 
| 
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matters differ widely from us; particularly Mr, 
Calvin and the Aſſembly of Di vines: whoſe judg- 
ment in this point is the more to be relied upon, 
that they cannot be ſuppoſed to be partially biaſſed, 
in favour of the Government or Diſcipline of our Church, 
Ir. Calvins Annotation upon the place is to this 
purpoſe . St. Paul joins laying onof hands with Bap- 
tiſm ; becauſe as there were two Orders of Catechumens, 
ſo there were two ways or methods of admitting them in- 
to the Charch: Such as were new Converts and come to 
riper years, were required to gi ve a perſonal account of their 
Faith, before they were admitted to the Sacrament of 
Baptiſm; whereas the Children of the faithful, becauſe 
adopted from the Womb, and by right of promiſe belonging 
to the Church, were allowed to be baptized in their very 
Infancy; and when they grew up and were inſtrufted in 
the principles of Religion, they not only offered themſelves 
to be catechixed and examined, but were admitted by . 
not her Symbol the Laying onof hands ; which ſingle Paſſage 
{ ſays ; 4 ) of the A oſtle, carries along with it abundant 
demonſtration, that this Ceremony was of Apoſtolical Ori- 
ginal : And tho afterwards it degenerated into Superſii- 
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other excellent Inftztutrons did; yet ( ſays he.) let 
us retar the pure inſtitution, and correct the addutonal Super- 
ſtition. And again fartherin () another place he adds, 
that it was indeed an antient cuflom, that the Children 
of ChriStians after they were grows up, ſhould be preſen- 
ted before the Biſhop, to fulfil that Office, which was 
required of the adult at their Baptiſm, when they were 
examined by the Biſhop according to a certain and common. 


tian, AS many 


| form of Catechiſm winch they had; and that this action, 


which otherwiſe deſervedly ought to be grave and boly, 
might have the greater reverence and honour, the ceremony 
of impoſition of handswas alſo uſed. The Aſſembly of Di- 
vines, in their Engliſh. Annotations on the ſame place 


tell us, that this Les ty of Hands is wſually called 


Confirmation; which conſiſted, firſt, in examining the. 
255 red Per ons, what Fool they had wg gd the 
Dis of eye Cn ES 
God would ſettle them in the ; Faith, and | ſtren then them 
with the graces of bis Holy Spirit? Now, ſay they, when 
the uy oy or Paſtors of the Church, thus prayed fur 

them, they alſo laid their hands upon them; whence this 

Apoſtolical Inſtitution was called Ihe Laying on of hands. 
I might add to this the Opinion of their celebrated 
Mr. Baxter, who calls it (s) the Apoſtolical tmpeſttt- 
on of Hands, for the grving of the Holy Ghoſt; but 
chat I think the Opinion of their Fumder and their, 


"(© Cu. Iaſtit. Lib. 4. cap. 19. Sea. „ young dee 
; Dart. of Confirm. pag. 103, 119. 5 | 
=  Repreſematives 
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Repreſentatives, are of ſufficient weight to deter- 
mine the preſent caſe, It would be too tedious 
( as I juſt now hinted ) to produce the concurring 
teſtimonies of Antzqaity; the mentioning of St; 

Hierome will be ſuffciegt, and may juſtly ſuper- 
ſede my quoting any others; who in his Dialgue 
againft the Luciferians expreſſes himſelf thus. ( 7 
cannot deny ( ſays he) but that it ts the cuflom of the 
Church, that the Biſhop ſhould go abroad and impoſe his- 
hands ; praying for the Gift of the Holy Gh:ft upon thoſe, 
whom Priefis and Deacons bad already baptized, in the 
remoter Villages and Country Towns, And now from 
all this we may fairly conclude, that Confirmation, 
as it is now adminiſtred in Our Church, has been 
a folemn antient and laudable cuftom, continu'd- 
down to us from the time of the ApoFiles : Very 
juſtly then may the Biſboy ſay, as he does in the 
Prayer which he makes in the Office ; that after the 
Example of the Holy ApoSiles, he lays bis hands upon 
the confirm d Perſons, And thus much fhall ſuffice 
for the firſt thing propoſed, to ſhew that this 
Rite of Confirmation, was of Primitive Apoſtolical Uſe 
and Inſtitution. I proceed 
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(h) Non equidem abnuo hanc eſſe Ecclefiarum conſuetudinem, ut ad eos 
quilongè in minoribus urbibus per Presbyteros & Diaconos baptizati ſunt, Epiſ- 
pus ad invocatienem Sancti Spiritũ; manum impoſiturus excurrat. Hieron. 


adv. Lucif. Tom. 11. pag. 1857. 
Secondly, 


Secondly, to proye that the Jpoſtles were, an 


conſequently their Succeſſors the Biſhops are, the only 
proper Miniſters of Confirmation: Becauſe Philip (we 


ſee) aſſumed not this Power to himſelf, but left it 


entirely to Peter and John. E 


And this indeed is conformable to the conſtant 


Praftice, as well as Doctrine of the primitive Catholick 


Church ; deriv'd from the Example and Tradition of 
the Apoſies, and recorded in my Text in the moſt 


expreſs Terms: For what can be more clear than 
the Information there given us, that © Peter and John 


were ſent on purpoſe from Feruſalem, to confer the 
Holy Ghoſt upon the Diſciples at Samarta? Whom 


tho Philip had converted and baptiz/d, yet he offer d 
not to confirm, as not being an 22 pecu- 
Jy 


liar Office it was to collate the Holy Ghoſt, not to be 


uſurped by any of an inferiour Order, without a ſpe- | 


ctal ®) Commiſſion from God himſelf. And tho there 
were other ſorts of impoſition of Hands, which were 


indifferently made uſe of by Men in Holy Orders ; 
yet this of Confirmation has been ſacredly reſerved to, 


and practis'd only by the © higheſt Order of Prieſthood: 


And the reaſon of this ſeems to be founded in the 
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(i) id quod deerat, à Petro & Joanne factum eſt, &c. (ut ſupra) Cypr. ad Jubai. 


) 48 Ap. Cap. 9. Ver. 10, 14, Oc. : 
0 Preſident Majores natu, qui & manum imponendi, & ord inandi pote- 


ſtatem habent. Turmil. Ep. ad Cypr. A ſolis Epiſcopis, Auguſt. Queſt. 44. in 
very 


Nov. Teft. Non niſi per manus Epiſcopi. Hieron. Dislog. adv. Lucifer. 
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very Nature. of the Duty. itſelf: For the x*e5%%s or 
erid:o1; x*051, which we always, render. by ing on. of 
Hands, was ( derived tous Chriſtians, from the Cu- 


ſtoms of the Jews, amongſt, whom it was made 
uſe of upon T hree Occaſions: In creating of Offices, 
in Prayer, and in paternal Benediction Ihus, when 


' Moſes was to conſtuute. a Succeſſor in his, Office, he did 


it wich this Ceremony of ( /azzng his Hands up 

bin; when Jacob prayed for the Sons of J be be 
laid lo! bis Hands upan their. Head; and, he allo. did 
the ſame when he ſolemnly b/efſed them. Anſwerar 
bly to theſe Three Les of it, under, the Ceremonial 
Law, we meet with. Three Things is the New- 
Teſtament, to which it is accommodated under the 
Goſpel From creating 8 ucceſſors, or Aſſﬀſtants in.Of- | 


fe, came the /aying on of Hands in Ordation ; from 


Praying for them was derived the ancient Cuſtom 
of laying Hands upon the Sick, in order to their Re- 


covery; and from Paternal Benediction we borrow 


the ſame Method, of lying on ef Hands in Confirma- 


| tim, Now this is a Refemblance of the Patriarcha/ 
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— — — — — — 
— * — — — — — 
o % , 


(m) Manus impolitio ex Hebræorum more ad Chriſtianos venit, uſdmque 


habuit in omni precatione. Gret. Not. in Caſſ. ad Art. g. 
Dy M8 7:00 38D 2 NUN MN R397 UT) n) 
Deut Cap. 34. Ver | 


&c. DOB Un by no WTR 2806) Mow (o) 
Gen, Cap. 48. Ver. 14. Y "0 | 3 
(p) Ibid P. 49, 4 
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Auberuy ; and is therefore fitly appropriated to the 
Fathers of the Church, as that was always reſtraind 
to the chief Head of the Family. And, indeed, we 
cannot find any authentick Teſtimony, in Ecclef6- 
aftical Hiſtory, that atteſts the contrary; and ſuch 
Jas have ſometimes been offer'd by our Adverſaries, 
have already been proved to be ſurreptitious, or 
elſe to have been wholly foreign to the purpoſe :. 
Whilſt St. Chryſoſtom, St. Ambroſe, and other Fathers 
do politiyely aſſert, That this was. a (4) Preragative 
feculiat to the Apoſtles and their Succeſſorc. And this 
T think, does ſufficienthy make out, that the Apoſtles 
formerly, and the Biſbops at preſent, are the only 
proper Miniſters af Confirmation. And here it is 
worth our While to take Notice, how / exactly the 
Old. Teſtament agrees with che Nem ; © ſince the 
firſt Leſſon for the Day informs us, in the Matter 
of Corab, that God vouchſafed to be at the Expence 
of a Miracle; to aſſert the diſtinct Privileges of the 
Higher Order of Preeſthoed, I now. go on tomy 
zd Propoſition, In which I am to ſhew, that 
the Perſons to be confim d muſt have ſome certain 
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ah red n *Aporpicers Homy demi f oy 1 d ouri dea, Dionyſ. Eecleſ 
* Chryſtom. Hom. in 18. Cap. AQ. © | 
0 ales. om. . in 18. Cap. 
Ad ——— in Eccleſia, Chriſti 2 Pontiſicibus fieri ſo- 
lebat. Ambroſ. in Hebr. Cap. 5. 
(r) Second Sunday after Eaſter. Num. 16. | 3 
Qualifi- 
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"Qualifications, in order to their Admittance : Be- 
cauſe the Samaritans (we know) were mſtrufted and 
baptiz/d by Philips MinStry, before they were con- 
; firmed by the Hands of the Apoſtles. | 
; And, iſt, They muſt be ſuch as have been alrea- 
| dy baptix d, Confirmation being a Holy Ordinance, not 
1 deſign'd to make, but to eſtabliſh Chriſtians 3 not to 
{ ſupply the Want of Baptiſm, but only to cultivate and 
1 improve it; and therefore it was very fit that it 
ſhould come after it, and Was adminiſtred to thoſe 
| of riper Years, together with it, as a neceſſary A- 
j pendage to that Sacrament : For tho'1t is an Or di- 
i nance wholly diſtinf from it, yet has it a very near 
relation to it; as being primarily. deſign'd to ena- 
ble-us to make good thoſe ſolemn Promiſes, to the 
Obſervance of which we are bound ſo ſtrictly in 
our Baptiſm. 
 _ 2dly, They muſt be ſuch as have not been con- 
firm'd already; becauſe this Rite being cloſely alli- 
ed to Baptiſm, 1s no more to be repeated than That 
z5 ; Which being once compleated and conſummated 
thereby, ſtands no longer in need of any farther ac- 
compliſhment: And therefore the Apoſtle exhorts 
ö the Hebrews and wich them all Chriſtiang under 
; Parallel Circumſtances, that they ſhould make 
it their endeayour to go on to Perfection; and not 
Laing again hereby the Foundation, ſhould attempt ro 
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edify by the higher Myſterier which are proy ided for 


their Gromtb and Advancement in Religion: Neither 
Antient Practice, nor the deſign of the Bind, nor 
the reaſon of 2 complying in any meaſure 
with the Ignorant Zeal of ſome, who have often hłen 
obſerved to catch at all opportunities, of having 
this great Office reiterated upon them. 

. 3dly, Such only are truly qualified for Confir- 
mation, as have attain d to a competent Age; Which Age 
is not to be fix d to a ſet number of years ; becauſe 
of the different degrees capacity and the different 
manner of Education; but is to be determined ac- 
cording to their Profictency, of which tlie Miniſter 
who preſents them is tho moſt EA Judge. None 


certainly ſhould: be admitted to this Holy Ol 


nance, but ſuch as are qualified according to thoſe 
Rules, which the Church has laid down an the Pres 
face to this Office ; namely, ſuch as can ſay the Crred; 
the Lord's Prayer, and the Ten Commandments; and can 
alſo anſwer to ſuch other Queſitons, as in the ſhert Catechiſm 
are contain d; and that not by road barely to -run 
over the Words of them but with ſufficrent under- 
e. of the ſenſe and meaning; that ſo Children 
ing come to years of diſcretion, and having learn- 
ed what was promiſed for them by their Suretier in 
their Baptiſm, may with their own Mouth and conſentz 
openly before the Church; ratify in Perſon- * ſo- 
| emn 


* 
oy : 


— „ N * 
Jemn Covevant and contract, into which (when they 
were Infants) they were admitted by P y. 

A4hly, Such only are truly qualified for 

mation, as are eh Ae to improve themſel ves 
thereby, and for this reaſon it is that this Office I 

i sorderd to be deferred till Perſons arrive at jears of 

diſcretion; becauſe before that time they are ſuppos d 

-uncapable of receiuing ſuch benefits as are conſe- 

quential to it; and becauſealſo the ing of their Bay- 

uſmal Vow, ſhould be as folemn as the making of it 
in ſuch as are Adult. And therefore the 4% ceurern 
they were able to ſhew, when Baptiſm was for- 

merly conferr'd upon them; che greater -Zeal md 

Fervency ought they now to (expreſs, when Confir- 

mation is about to be adminiſtred unto them. 
And this is all I ſhall urge upon this 3d. head; 
the due Qualification of Perſons to be confirmed, in 
order to their admittance to this Holy Ordinance. 

It now remains that I ſhould in the 4th and laſt 
place take notice, That the due Adminiftration of 
this Office, has very happy effetis and entitles to 
great - advantages; becauſe the Samaritans (we are 
told) recervd the Holy Ghoſt, when the Apiſiles laid 
thetr hands upon them, but not before. | 

Many were the Miraculous effetts of the Spirit, 
attended this Ordinance in the Primitive Charch; 

Which it were in vain to expect ſhould accomp- 

| any 
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F | times, to 1mpart the zſua/ graces and aſſiſtances of 
4 | of char Spirit, by the fame Miniſtry of Prayer and 
_ | empoſitzon of hands; ſince tho” there is great drfference 
„* the Gifts and adminiſtration, yet ſtill we know 


+ | #t:5the ſame Spirit And for theſe Reaſons, i is that the 
Fathers of our Church, addreſs themſelvesea*neſtly to 
the Throne of Grace, in the behalf of ſuch as they 
4 | Yay thetr hands upon; namely, that God would firengthen 
them with the Holy Ghoſt the Comforter, and Haily in- 
creaſe in them his manifold Gifts Grate; and ſo lead 
them in the Knowledge aud Obedience of his Word, that 
in the end they may obtain everlaſtin Life. And with- 
out doubt there are many Bleſons that attend this 
boly Ordmance, and areconvezed by the Biſhop in the 
G) zmpoſatzon of his hand: For how (I beſeech you) 
can they fail of a Bleſſmg, who preſent themſelves 
to God in the n manner, before the Fa. 
thers of his Church and the whole Congregation ; to 
take upon themſel vesthoſe ſacred engagements, which o- 
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a moſt ſolemn atteſtation and Evidence, that they 
are deſirous to eſtabliſh. and renew their Covenant? 
and will it not engage God the other Party in the 
contract, to make good all the Benefits of that Cove- 
nant, ta them? Ought they not to look upon it 
as a conſiderable Bleſſmg, that they are now no 
longer Babes in Cbriſuuanity, but advancd to more 


Manly improvements and Perfectims? and are enabled 


to go on from Strength to Strength, till they attain to 
the Meaſure of the Stature of the fullneſs of Coriſt ? Is it 
not a. great Bleſſmg that they are not any longer 
taſſed to and fro with every wind of doctrine? but are 
ſettled and confirm d ſo fully in the Faith, as to re- 
ſolye to Live and Dye. in the Profeſſion of it? Is it 
not a Bleſſmg moſt highly to be valued, that they 


are made capable of coming to God's Holy Table, 
and of receiving the Bread of Life and Sup of Salva- 
tzon ; to Which none can. be admitted by the rules . 


of our Charch, till they are © confirm d, or at leaſt 
ready and deſirous ſo to be? Theſe are ſuch advan- 
tages as are very momentous, and infallibly conſe- 
quent to this venerable Ordinance ; together with 
thoſe others which. are ſpecified in the Office, and 


— —„V—́ — 


(t) See the laſt Rubrick, after the Office of Confirmation in the:Commen-- | 


 Prayer-Book. 
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thers enter d into for them intheir Minority? Is not this 
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af | 7: & 195 JF 2 I 
are called by the Fathers the ® Seven. l Gifts of f © 
, the Spirit; namely the Spirit of Wiſdom and under: 
ſtanding, the pirit of Counſel and Ghoſtly Strength, the 
Spirit « Knowledge and true Godlinefs, and the Spirit 
of holy Fear: and I will be bold to avow, that if - © 
theſe Bleſſmgs attend not this duty of Confirmation; . * 
it is only becauſe thoſe of riper years take not care, 
to qualify themſelyes ſo duly as they ſhould do; 
and. ſuch as. are younger have not been enough affe- 
ted, with chat ſeriouſneſs and reverence which is 
required at their hands: For God ts faithful, who + * 
has ſolemnly promiſed, that he will hearken to the - 
deyout Prayers of the Fathers of bis Church ; and it 
muſt be their Impemtence, their diſcbedtence, or un- 
worthineſs, that obſtructs the bleſſed Efficacy of. their £ 
laing hands upon them. And thus much for the 
laſt Propoſition I laid down, to obſerve that the 
due 3 this Office, has very happy, Effefts, 
and entitles to great. advantages, To conclude, 
Since Confirmation then is of Apoſtolical, Inſtutution, ; 
che Miniſtry of which is intruſted only to their 
Succeſſors ; {ince it is not to be diſpenfed but to 
to ſuch. as are guly qualified, and it is attended with + 
conſequences of ſuch conſideralle importance; let 
me, exhort all thoſe who have the guidance and 
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